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six or eight large banners made, inviting them to this room, each of
these banners to go out about two hours before the service, borne by
some of my present school singing hymns and parading the parish, to
return at the hour of service, bringing their crowds with them. And
then, having once got them inside, seeking wisdom from Him who is
its source, so to set Christ and His boundless love before them as may,
with His blessing, result in leading many to Himself. ... Of course
we shall seek to have addresses every Lord's Day from different
brethren or sisters whom the Lord may have blessed or used in such
work."
The above was the first printed suggestion of Barnardo's
mission scheme. But from whence would come finances
for breathing into it life? This problem did not bother young
Barnardo. He himself was but a student, and few of his
Ragged School associates were more blessed with this
world's goods; but he had faith in God, and already he had
the promise of £25 from sympathizers. Hence, with no
apology for so doing, and with confidence as to the result,
he called upon "the Lord's stewards", who might read his
letter, to advance him £200 with which to begin this mission
work: his statement implying that later they would be
privileged to give much more.
Now, remembering that at this time Barnardo had been
in London barely fifteen months, and that, save for his
association with Lord Shaftesbury, he was all but unknown
in influential quarters, this appeal may strike one as an
instance of colossal "nerve"; yet, to Barnardo, it was as
natural as breathing. Since his conversion, he had used his
time, talents and means as God's property, of which he,
temporarily, was steward. And did not The Revival circulate
among Christians professedly of like mind? Therefore, why
should not they be as much interested in furthering this
missionary proposition as he? They, too, were God's
stewards! And was not this obviously God's work? Such
being the logic of Baraardo's thoughts, it never entered his
mind that he was "begging"; he was simply opening up a
new field of Christian opportunity.
Consequently, after pointing out the "immediate neces-

